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naturally come to. Rousseau's story, even as he himself tel^,
it, does not carry conviction. He would have us believe
that he was the victim of a vast and diabolical conspiracy,
of which Grimm and Diderot were the moving spirits, which
succeeded in alienating from him his dearest friends, and
which eventually included all the ablest and most distin-
guished persons of the age. Not only does such a con-
spiracy appear, upon the face of it, highly improbable, but
the evidence which Rousseau adduces to prove its existence
seems totally insufficient ; and the reader is left under the
impression that the unfortunate Jean-Jacques was the victim,
not of a plot contrived by rancorous enemies, but of his own
perplexed, suspicious, and deluded mind. This conclusion
is supported by the account of the affair given by contem-
poraries, and it is still further strengthened by Rousseau's
own writings subsequent to the Confessions, where his end-
less recriminations, his elaborate hypotheses, and his wild in-
ferences bear all the appearance of mania. Here the matter
has rested for many years ; and it seemed improbable that any
fresh reasons would arise for reopening the question. Mrs?
F. Macdonald, however, in a recently-published work,1 has
produced some new and important evidence, which throws
entirely fresh light upon certain obscure parts of this doubtful
history ; and is possibly of even greater interest. For it is
Mrs. Macdonald's contention that her new discovery com-
pletely overturns the orthodox theory, establishes the guilt
of Grimm, Diderot, and the rest of the anti-Rousseau party,
and proves that the story told in the Confessions is simply
the truth.

If these conclusions really do follow from Mrs. Macdonald's
newly-discovered data, it would be difficult to over-estimate
the value of her work, for the result of it would be nothing
less than a revolution in our judgments upon some of the
principal characters of the eighteenth century. To make
It certain that Diderot was a cad and a cheat, that d'Alembert

1 Jean Jacques Rousseau : a N&w Criticism, by Frederika Macdonald.
In two volumes.    Chapman and Hall.    1906.